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Next Meeting !!! 

 The next regular meeting will be held on 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 in Patterson 

Board Room on the campus of Wilson College.  

The meeting starts at 7:30 pm.  

All Members And Guests Are Invited To Attend!!!!!! 

 

A friendly reminder that 2016 Dues are now PAST 

DUE. All members are required to fill out renewal 

form (see page 6). If paying dues on meeting night 

please have correct change or check. 

 

Welcome New Members 

J Grant Brouse 

Chambersburg, PA 

Michael Houpt 

Franklin, WV  
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Attention Members!!!! 

 Any member willing to give a presentation right after our monthly meeting is encouraged to do so as it make the eve-

ning really worthwhile. All you have to do is contact President Dick Ausherman at 717-334-4092 or see Dick at the 

meeting to set it up. 

Some examples are: Your favorite specimens from your collection, heck bring the whole thing. Some of your best finds 

and a brief explanation of where collected. You “Glow Hounds”, how about your favorite fluorescent specimens. Also a 

suggestion would be your  specimens collected on you family vacations and pictures. Since we are now in the board 

room, simply put the pictures on a CD or flash drive as we have the equipment available to the club for use. 

The possibilities are endless .  Come early, members would be willing to help carry your materials to the board room 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The winter season is upon us and it’s time to remind everyone of the Club’s “snow policy”. 

  

If Wilson College is closed due to the weather, our meeting will be cancelled. This information will be broadcast on 

area radio stations ,WGAL-8, NBC 25 WHAG TV or at the college web site www.wilson.edu . 

 

 

 

Winter Weather Alert                                            
   SNOW CONTINGENCY  PLAN                       

No Field trip today!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Sunday morning January 24th when reality set in  
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  I don’t know what the weather is like where you live, but here in Maryland there sure are signs of winter. Night time tempera-

tures as I write this have been hovering in the upper teens with daytime temps in the upper 20’s. What happened to the 70’s we 

had in December? 

  With all that said, it’s time to start thinking about the warmth of spring....and spring means only one 

thing - another opportunity for you and your club members to take advantage of one of the Eastern Federation Wildacres Work-

shops! 

Our spring session will be held from May 9 - 15 and the very creative Helen Serras-Herman will be our featured speaker. Helen’s a 

delightful and knowledgeable gal who has an amazing talent for unique creating jewelry, carved gems, and wonderful sculptures 

combing gems and metals. She’ll regale us with six talks during the week. 

   The fall session will be held from September 5 -11 and our featured speaker will be Alfredo Petrov, world traveler and mineral 

expert. Alfredo too is an excellent speaker and delightful person who will be living on campus with us during the week (as will 

Helen and her husband Andy). 

  Think spring (or fall)! — think Wildacres! If you’ve never been, you’re in for a treat. Wildacres is situated on its own private moun-

tain, just off the Blue-Ridge Parkway near Little Switzerland, NC. (just an hour north of Asheville). Housing is in modern motel-type 

rooms each with private bath. Meals are served family style in the modern dining room and classes are held in well-equipped 

rooms throughout the campus. 

  Think spring (or fall)! — think Wildacres! The cost for a week of fun at an EFMLS Wildacres workshop is just $400 per person. That 

fee includes room and board plus one of the best views in the Blue Ridge as well as the opportunity to learn a new skill (or refine 

an old one) from our carefully selected instructors, meet new folks who share common interests with you, and “get away from it 

all” for the week in an idyllic setting. Just think...no stinky exhaust fumes, honking car or truck horns, and no blaring radios or TV’s. 

What you will hear is the sound of birds chirping, people laughing or engaging in quiet conversation, and/or working on projects in 

classes. If we’re lucky, we may also hear the sound of music from a class held by one of the music groups that also use the facility. 

(We’ve had cellists and dulcimer players with us the past few years.) 

  Think spring (or fall)! — think Wildacres! Make your plans now to fill in an application and join the fun.  

Want to see what Wildacres is all about? We’ve got a nifty video program that you can see by logging on to the EFMLS Wildacres 

information web site (<efmlswildacres.org>. While there, you can also get more information about our program and perhaps get 

answers to some of your questions. You’ll find an registration form there that you can download, fill in and print out as well as pho-

tos and a link to the Wildacres Retreat website. And you can always contact our Registrar, Director or me by clicking on the contact 

link on our Wildacres web site (efmls-wildacres.org). 

Think spring (or fall)! And plan on having a ball at one or both of the EFMLS Wildacres Workshops. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editors Note: For those who may be interested in Wildacres and not have access to a computer, please contact me and I will get 

you the information and forms. 

EFMLS NEWS 

Think Spring (or Fall) – Think Wildacres! 
by Steve Weinberger, WA Committee Chair 



                   

 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note:  I received this newsletter on January 26, 2016 after the deadline mentioned in the article below. You may go to 

the website to review the comments. I added the pictures from internet sources 
 

It has just come to my attention that the proposed Federal Mallows Bay-Potomac River National Marine Sanctuary in western 

Charles County, Maryland may prohibit collecting fossils, native American artifacts and rocks such as the Patuxent River Agate 

along a large portion of the Potomac River in Southern Maryland.  

The original purpose of Marine Sanctuary status was to protect a small area of the tidal Potomac River containing the wooden re-

mains about 200 small ships which were burned to their waterlines and abandoned there in the 1800’s and early 1900’s.  

The proposed Sanctuary initially increased in size from less than 100 acres to 14 square miles including the popular fossil collecting 

areas of Purse State Park and Douglas Point BLM area. And recently, it has been proposed that the Sanctuary area expand again to 

many times (over 100 square miles) in size to include all of the tidal Potomac up to the high tide mark on both the Virginia and 

Maryland sides south to Popes Creek to include Nanjemoy Creek and Port Tobacco Creek and north to include Mattawoman Creek 

and Chapman’s Landing State lands.  

Although the proposed exact language for the Mallows Bay National Marine Sanctuary regulations has not been published, other 

sanctuaries specifically prohibit the “…possessing, moving, removing, injuring, or attempting to possess, move, remove, or injury a 

Sanctuary Historical resource.” A Historical Resource (per the Monterey Bay, CA Nat’l Marine Sanctuary regs) is defined as “…any 

resource possessing…archaeological or paleontological significance … including … objects significantly associated with … earlier 

peoples, cultures.” 

If you want to LEGALLY continue to collect shark’s teeth and other fossils as well as the incidental arrowhead or pretty rock in this 

area, then you better act fast and make a comment requesting specific language to allow fossil collecting by the January 15, 2016 

deadline (this coming Friday) on the following Federal website: (highlight the web address below 

                                                          http://www.regulations.gov/#!docketDetail;D=NOAA-NOS2015-0111  

As a result of that email, 38 comments from Rock Hounds were generated that supported language specifically requesting fossil 

collecting to continue. (173 total comments were posted by the NOAA website).  

Additionally, during a Charles County Farm Bureau sponsored “Legislative Breakfast” on January 16th, I further learned that NOAA 

wants to complete all the approval process for this new Sanctuary in time to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the entry of 

the USA into WWI --- or by July 2017. The local elected officials who spoke about it indicated the initial plan “at this time” is to ap-

prove the 14 square mile Sanctuary which includes Purse State Park and Douglas Point BLM area. The “at this time” tells me that 

they will still ask for the expanded area (to 100 square miles) at a later time.  

I also have written a letter to the local newspaper about the subject. And I have agreed to accept one of our Charles County Com-

missioner’s offer to meet directly with NOAA to discuss the matter within the next few weeks. If you would like to attend the meet-

ing with NOAA, please contact me.  

Make no mistake --- unless specific wording is inserted into the proposed regulations, this Sanctuary is a serious threat to future 

fossil and rock collecting along the Potomac. The Sanctuary supporters are seasoned and smart environment activists who are very 

organized and well financed. They have had two (2) major successes here by coercing the State and Federal Government to pur-

chase--- for $56 million --- both Chapman State Park and Douglas Point BLM area in order to halt development. They want to get 

the Mallows Bay-Potomac River Sanctuary approve d in order to further expand their control of the area. We need to be vigilant. 
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Proposed Sanctuary May Prohibit Fossil Collecting along Potomac River  
By Dave Lines  

VIA—Southern Maryland Rock and Mineral Club- January 2016 Rock Talk 
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March 2016: 

5-6: Newark, DE - The Delaware Mineralogical Society, Inc. will hold its 53rd  Annual Earth Science Gem and Mineral Show @  Dela-

ware Technical and Community College 400 Stanton-Christiana Road; Newark, Delaware 19713 (@ I-95 Exit 4B).. Hours Saturday 

are 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. and Sunday 11:00 a.m. till 5:00 p.m. 

19-20: — Chambersburg, PA: 38th  Annual Gem- Mineral & Jewelry Show sponsored by the Franklin County Rock and Mineral 

Club, Chambersburg, PA; Hamilton Heights Elementary School, 1589 Johnson Road, Chambersburg, PA 

19-20:— 47th Annual Gem, Jewelry, Mineral & Fossil Show sponsored by the Che-Hanna Rock & Mineral Club. Athens Twp. Volun-

teer Fire Hall, Sayre, PA.  

 

19-20:— 52nd Annual Gem, Mineral, Gem, Jewelry & Fossil Show sponsored by the Gem, Lapidary & Mineral Society of Montgom-

ery County, MD. Montgomery Co. Fairgrounds, 16 Chestnut St; Gaithersburg, MD.  

April 2016: 

2 – 3:— Mineral Treasurers & Fossil Fair sponsored by the Philadelphia Mineralogical Society and Delaware Valley Paleontology 

Society. LuLu Temple, 5140 Butler Pike, Plymouth Meeting, PA.  

8-10:—EDISON, NEW JERSEY: Annual show; Eons Expos, LLLP, NJ Convention & Exposition Center; 97 Sunfield Avenue; Fri. 12 pm-9 

pm. 450 vendor booths 

16:—SEVERNA PARK, MARYLAND: Annual show; Patuxent Lapidary Guild, Inc., Earleigh Heights Volunteer Fire Hall; 161 Ritchie 

Highway; Sat. 10-5. 

23-24—FRANKLIN, NEW JERSEY: Annual show; N.J. Earth Science Association, Franklin School; 50 Washington Avenue; Sat. 9 -

5:30 , Sun. 10 -5. Outdoor Swap begins on Saturday at 8 AM and ends at 5 pm. Outdoor Swap on Sunday begins at 9 am and ends 

at 5 pm. A collaborative effort of these non-profit organizations: N.J. Earth Science Association, Franklin-Ogdensburg Mineralogical 

Society, and the Sterling Hill Mining Museum. 

May 2016: 

  14: South Penn Spring Rock Swap— South Mountain Fairgrounds-1.5 miles West of Arendtsville, PA on Route 234   8:00am-

3:00pm sponsored by Franklin County & Central PA Rock and Mineral Clubs 

21:— 27th Annual Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Show presented by the Chesapeake Gem & Mineral Society. Rohl Armory, York Rd 

at I-695; Towson, MD.   

 

 

21:— 1st Annual Earth Science Show & Sale sponsored by the Rock & Mineral Club of Lower Bucks Co., PA. First United Methodist 

Church, 840 Trenton Rd; Fairless Hills, PA. 

 

 October 2016: 

 29: South Penn Fall Rock Swap— South Mountain Fairgrounds-1.5 miles West of Arendtsville, PA on Route 234   8:00am-3:00pm 

sponsored by Franklin County & Central PA Rock and Mineral Clubs 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Shows in the Region   

  Jason Rehors sent me this Geology website to look it 

over. Irecommend you to take a look at it and see what a 

well designed website looks like. Don’t worry, it’s safe! 

Resources for the Geology Enthusiast… 

www.virtualmuseumofgeology.com 
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           Franklin County Rock & Mineral Club                  

                                           2016 Membership Renewal Form 

 

Adult____________________________________________  Birth Date____________ 

Adult____________________________________________   Birth Date____________ 

Junior Member____________________________________  Birth Date____________ 

Junior Member____________________________________ Birth Date____________ 

Street Address____________________________________________________________ 

City______________________________________  State______   Zip_________ 

Home Phone________________________   Cell Phone_____________________ 

Email_______________________________________________ 

The club would like to send the newsletter by email to you. 

If this is not possible, please check here: _____. 

I hereby assume full responsibility for my actions and/or actions of junior member(s) as listed above while participating in any activity 

sponsored by the club.  I release the club, its officers, and members, of any responsibility or liability for any personal or property damage 

that may occur while I/we participate in any club-sponsored activity. 

Signature(s)_____________________________________________________  Date________ 

Signature Adult who is responsible for junior member(s): 

______________________________________________________________                 Date________ 

Adult Membership:  $12.00 

Junior Membership:  $5.00 

Family Membership:  $20.00 for 2 adults plus $5.00 for each additional junior member 

 

Dues are payable by December 31, 2015 

If not paid by March, a reinstatement fee of $5 per adult must be included with the regular payment. 

Make checks payable to:                           Franklin County Rock & Mineral Club 

P. O. Box 1004 

 Chambersburg, PA  17201 
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Club Information 

 

 

 

The Franklin County Rock & Mineral Club was formed in 1978 as a non-profit organization, affiliated with the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS) 

and is a member of the Eastern Federation of Mineralogical and Lapidary Societies. (EFMLS) Insurance coverage is provided as part of the payment of club dues 

through an Eastern Federation master policy. 

  The main purpose for the club's organization is to encourage the interest, enjoyment and appreciation of members, prospective members and the public for rocks, 

minerals, and gems. The club was organized to increase knowledge and stimulate interest in earth sciences and lapidary arts. Meetings and field trips contribute by 

bringing these common interests together. An informal group, we welcome all visitors with an interest in the earth sciences and lapidary arts. 

 Club meetings are held the second Wednesday of each month in room 110 of Lortz Hall on Wilson College's campus in Chambersburg. The club sponsors a family 

picnic in July and schedules a holiday banquet in January. A newsletter, The Franklin County Rockhounder, is published 11 months a year to inform members. 

 Visitors to our meetings are always welcome but, you must be a member of the club to take part in any field trips. 

 Membership dues per year are: 

$12.00 -year–Senior Members  (18 years and older) 

   $5.00 -year– Junior Members (17 years and younger) 

     $20.00 -year Family Memberships (2 Adults) Plus $5.00 each additional Junior member 

                                                                                                                    The club's mailing address: 

                                                                                                           The Franklin County Rock & Mineral Club 

           P.O. Box 1004 

                      Chambersburg, PA 17201-0904 

Officers for 2016 

    President                            Vice President                                    Secretary                                                     Treasurer 

    Richard Ausherman                   Brian Cole                                  Matthew Elden                                                  Chris Long 

   165E Church Rd.                   1365 Mountain Rd.                        120 East 2nd St.                                                  530 E. King St. 

  Orrtanna, PA 17353               Orrtanna, PA 17353                Waynesboro, PA 17268                                  Chambersburg, PA  17201 

  (717) 334-4092                         ( 717) 677-4125                            (717) 765-9770                                                  (717) 264-8504 

                                                   bdcole@centurylink.net             Wiresdgecreations@gmail.com                                 clong1970@centurylink.net 

                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                   

                                         Field Trip Chairman                                          Newsletter Editor 

                                                   Tom Smith                                                  Michael Mowen                          

                                                 10 Roger Ave.                                         5979 Altenwald Rd.                                     

                                             Shippensburg, PA                                      Waynesboro, PA 17268                                    

                                                 (717) 532-7204                                               (717) 264-9024 

                                  tsmith1012@comcast.net                                   mlmo@innernet.net 

                                               



The Franklin County Rockhounder 

The Franklin County Rock and Mineral Club, Inc. 

 Michael L. Mowen, Editor 

 P.O. Box 1004 

 Chambersburg, PA 17201– 0904 

Return Service Requested 

 

 

 

Official Magazine of the  AFMS  

Eastern Federation Mineralogical & Lapidary Society 

Web site: www.amfed.org/efmls  

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies 

Web site: www.amfed.org  

 


